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Welcome to SignTools 4!

Thank you for choosing SignTools 4, the easiest to use signage and full vinyl cutting solution
available today.

With countless features and one-click options, SignTools 4 will make your design and cutting tasks
a pleasure while increasing quality and productivity!

We suggest you read through this guide carefully and follow the chapter by chapter instructions for
a successful setup and to learn about all of SignTools 4 exciting features.

We hope you enjoy the full power of this new and innovative add-on, for questions, comments or
technical support feel free to log on to www.signtools4.com today!

System Requirements

Minimum requirements:

* PC Installed with:
* Microsoft Windows XP (32/64), Windows Vista (32/64), Windows 7 (32/64)
* CoreIDRAW 10, 11, 12, X3, X4
* At least 200MB free hard disk space
* CD ROM (or compatible DVD) drive or Internet connection
* CorelDRAW compatible screen
* CoreIDRAW compatible mouse, tablet or pointing device

* HPGL or DMPL compatible vector based vinyl cutter (for a full list of
all compatible cutters log on to www.signtools4.com)

Additional suggested requirements:

* At least 1GB RAM
* Internet connection

Special Note - CorelDRAW Reduced Versions

There are various reduced versions of CoreIDRAW currently available
today, these include CoreIDRAW OEM versions and Academic versions among others.

While SignTools 4 will support these versions, it is HIGHLY recommended that you upgrade to a
full version to maximise performance.



Installing the Software

CD ROM:

1) Ensure your PC is switched on and Windows started.

2) Exit all programs and then insert the SignTools CD into your CD ROM drive

3) Windows CD autorun facility should now execute and you should see the SignTools 4 splash
screen, select “Install SignTools”. If the splash screen does not automatically appear you may
also navigate (use “My Computer” or similar) to your CD, double click on “Autorun.exe” to run
the splash screen.

4) Once you have clicked “Install SignTools”, follow the setup prompts until SignTools 4 has been
installed and setup has completed. You will be prompted if Windows is required to be restarted.

Web Download:

1) Follow the online instructions to download (and extract if required) the setup installation file .
Typically this file will be named “setup.exe”.

2) After you have completed the download, navigate (use “My Computer”or similar) to setup.exe
and double click to run.

3) Follow the setup prompts until SignTools 4 has been installed and setup has completed.
You will be prompted if Windows is required to be restarted.



Starting SignTools 4

Windows Start Menu

Navigate to the SignTools shortcuts folder by clicking Start -> All Programs -> SignTools 4
There are several shortcut options including the following:

1) Start -> All Programs -> SignTools 4 -> SignTools 4. This will open CorelDRAW (if not already
open) and SignTools with a new blank document.

2) Start -> All Programs -> SignTools 4 -> SignTools 4 - Quick Start Guide. This will open
CorelDRAW (if not already open) and SignTools with the SignTools Quick Start document.

3) Start -> All Programs -> SignTools 4 -> SignTools 4 - Help and Support on the Web Opens
your default internet browser at www.signtools4.com

CorelDRAW Application Launcher

Click the CorelIDRAW application launcher to reveal the shortcut to SignTools 4, click on the
shortcut to start. The CoreIDRAW application launcher can be typically found in the first
toolbar under the main menu, as seen in the diagram below:

S : _ — - CorelDRAW10
'p} File Edit View Layout Arange Effects Bitmaps Text Tools Window Hi Appﬁcation
HDsasl :odvw-o-l@gmloe  ~ e e Launcher

¥ Fle Edt View Layowt Amange Effects Bitmaps Iext Tools  Window CorelDRAW 11
O B - g B 119x v 2z - B Application
Launcher

™ File Edt View Layout Arrange Effects Bitmaps JText T CorEIE I?(gw =
D& X@mne- @ 0 A ST v Application
Launcher

D Fle Edt View Layout Arange Effects Bitmaps Text Table Tools " Core]D.R AW X4
o6 & B . Tooe v Application
Launcher

This may vary based on customisation or non default workspaces, consult your CoreDRAW
documentation for further information on locating the application launcher.



SignTools 4 Navigation and the Quick Palette

General Navigation

Once SignTools 4 has started it will “float” as a moveable window with features and presentation

accessible through labelled buttons.
R .
A9

Shades & Decorations

Text Tools

Design Tools

Productivity Tools

Engraving Tools

Units & Settings

‘ o Cut ‘

|_Ahuut SignTools 4 |

To move SignTools 4 to any part of the CorelDraw screen, simply click on the top of the
application, hold down the left mouse button and move it to wherever you wish (this is the
standard approach for most windows applications).

Minimize the SignTools 4 window by clicking the up arrow at the top of the window. Once
minimised a down arrow will appear, click on the down arrow to Maximise again

& SignTools 4

| —

All tools can be accessed through the main buttons, for example one may launch the Outline tool
by clicking on the Shades & Decorations button, then the Outline button, clicking the OK button
will then execute the tool.

All tools are also available through the Quick Palette (see the full description below). To access
the Quick Palette click on the Q button at the top of the window.

Click on the maximise button to return to the button based window.:
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SignTools 4 Navigation and the Quick Palette

Quick Palette

The SignTools 4 Quick Palette is an easy to use one-click interface with all tools available through
iconic buttons which can be customised and arranged as desired.

ﬂ' SignTools 4

(Arange] 01 o [W)[Q)

INA,

To access the Quick Palette click on the Q button at the top of the main SignTools 4 window.

To customise the Quick Palette, click the “Arrange” button to
enter edit mode. Buttons can now be moved (drag and drop) to I I

the desired location(s).

Right-click to remove an existing button or add / re-add buttons ' A-A 173
which are not currently on the palette. The SignTools 4 window 3o @ 156
may also be resized to suit the desired arrangement. AA

AT

L |
[ ][t -

" v U,
A.: oy Ijn*
AI.[',‘. Iy LI|'_'|-+ Pl 1 23

Once customisation is complete tools can be accessed by clicking on the relative button with left
or right mouse buttons.

Right-clicking will present an option to restore the default settings.

Click on “Done” when finished. To the right is an example of a
customised palette:

=S

The right mouse button will result in the usual tool dialog being shown in all cases.

The left mouse button will also initially result in the dialog being shown, however if “Auto” is
checked (Auto is next to the Arrange/Done button), the selected tool will be run at the last used
settings automatically WITHOUT first displaying the dialog.

Of course this feature is perfect for frequently used tools where settings are not changed often.
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Activating SignTools 4

What is Activation?

Activation is a modern security feature designed to help protect your investment in SignTools 4
against software pirates and those who wish to obtain the product illegally.

Activation is achieved by us collecting your allocated Serial ID Number and unique Security ID,
these details are then used to unlock the software.

Activation can be done automatically over the internet or manually as described below.

We do not collect any personal information nor are any of the obtained details used for purposes
outside SignTools 4 activation.

See our Privacy Statement later in this guide.

On initial installation SignTools 4 will be in evaluation mode, the evaluation period is typically
30 days.

All features are available during the evaluation period however once this period has expired
SignTools 4 will cease to function other than providing the ability to activate.

Once you have purchased SignTools 4 you will be provided with a Serial Identification Number,
this will be sent separately or be available with the documentation in your CD package.

Accessing the Activation Screens

You can access the activation screens when SignTools 4 starts up OR by clicking on
“About SignTools” then the “Activate” button.



Activating SignTools 4

Activating Automatically over the Internet

An Internet connection is required for this feature.

Start SignTools 4 and you will be presented with the Evaluation dialog screen:

Click the “Activate >>" button and on the next screen enter your two part Serial |d Number in the

boxes provided as shown:

Once you Serial ID has been entered click “Activate Online”. SignTools 4 will then connect to the
activation website and your copy activated. You will be prompted should there be any issues.

& SignTools 4

THANK YOU FOR TRYING
SIGNTOOLS 4 !!!
You have 30 days of evaluation

remaining. click on BUY NOW
to purchase:

| BUY NOW |

Activate

If you have already purchased
SignTools 4 click on "Activate" below:

& SignTools 4

Enter Sernal ID

Enter your Serial |dentification Mumber:

Activate Online

If you are connected to the internet:
Activate Online

Activate Manually

Activate Manually
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Activating SignTools 4

Activating Manually

You may also activate manually without an Internet connection.

To Activate manually you need to obtain your Activation Code. To do this you need to provide us
with your Serial ID Number and Security ID. This can be done via email to support@signtools4.com
or other means.

For full details on obtaining your Activation Code, go to www.signtools4.com

To display your unique Security ID follow the screen instructions below or click on “About
SignTools 4" in the main window.

Once you have provided us with the above details, we will provide you with your unique Activation
Code.

Start SignTools 4 and you will be presented with the Evaluation dialog screen (see the previous
section).

Click the “Activate >>” button and on the next screen enter your two part Serial ID Number in the
boxes provided as shown (see the previous section).

Once you have entered your Serial ID click “Activate Manually”. This next screen will display your
Security ID and provide a box for entering your activation code as shown:

& SignTools 4 @

Security 1D

* To activate SignTools 4 vou will need to
obtain your Activation Code, this will require
vour Security 1D below:

Security 1D: 2783523137

Get Activation Code

You may obtain your Activation Code by
emailing your Senal ID and Secunty [D above
to support@signtooled. com

Click _here for full instructions on how to obtain
your Activation Code manually at
www.signtoolsd. com

Enter Activation Code

Once you have Activation Code enter it in
the box below and click OK:

Activation Code:

Enter your Activation Code to activate SignTools 4, you will be prompted should there be any issues.
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Cutter Setup B

To set up your cutter begin by clicking “Cut” and then “Setup”. You will be presented with the device

setup screen as shown below:

DEYICE

Select: ‘Allen Datagraph 324 v‘ [ Customize ]

Click here for further help on this device

ONLINE UPDATE

Update SignT ools 4 with the latest set of supported Online
devices: Updates

LOCATION
() Local COM1: v‘ Settings
() Network  Server Name:
|
Printer Name:
|
L

Select your device from the drop down list. If your device it is not shown and supports HPGL or
DPML you may select “SignTools HPGL Generic” or “SignTools DMPL Generic” respectively.

For further detailed instructions on supported cutters go to www.signtools4.com/setup_cutter.htm

Customize Options

You may customize settings for your cutter by clicking on “Customize”, the following screen will be

displayed:

Page Origin Plat Units

L ;
® Lglv:er () Center Plot Units: 40 F

Speed Cut Overlap

Use Cutter Setting

Cut Overap: | g —

Speed:| 40

Resolution

Mar
Resolution 254 v
[PPIY:

|
P fiees
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Cutter Setup

Clicking “Test Device” will generate a test square as described in the next section (Local Setup).

Page Origin: Sets the x,y position of the page origin (x=0, y=0). Set Lower Left for the lower left
corner of the page, set Centre for page centre.

Plot Units: HPGL unit of measure. Default is 40/mm. The default setting is correct for most
cutter devices, though some require modification. Consult your cutter hardware
manual or appropriate dealer or support technician.

Speed: Checking this box will instruct SignTools 4 to use the speed setting already configured
within your cutter. Uncheck this box to have SignTools 4 supply the speed setting
instead.

Cut Overlap: The amount that the blade will cut past the end point of a closed curve object.
Useful for weeding where objects are not normally fully cut out of the vinyl
due to minor errors in machine and blade movement, as shown:

Cut Overlap Distance

Default blade end point
(Cut overlap = 0)

New blade end point
(Cut overlap > 0)

Max Resolution: Measured in Points Per Inch (PPI). Adjust this setting to have SignTools 4
generate more or less plot points, thereby increasing or decreasing curve
accuracy. Ensure that you do not set a resolution higher than supported by your
cutter (consult your cutter hardware manual or appropriate dealer or support
technician.

X = plot point

Higher Resolution

Lower Resolution

12



Cutter Setup

Local Setup

A local setup is where your cutter is connected directly to your PC running SignTools 4 as follows:

=]

Local Cutter

Client Computer
Select the “Local” radio button and your port from the drop down. Note that supported USB devices
will enumerate their available port and this will also appear in the drop down.
Once you have configured your cutter correctly you can test by clicking on the “Test Device” button.
This feature will draw a 100mm x 100mm test square positioned 100mm in and up from the bottom

left hand corner.

Ensure that the test square is the correct size and position if so havesuccessfully completed your
cutter setup.

Network Setup

A network setup is where your cutter is connected to a machine (Cutter Server) which is separate
from where you run SignTools 4 (Client Computer) as follows:

il

Shared Cutter

- -
| |
Cutter Server Client Computer
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Cutter Setup

It is assumed you have successfully networked both Cutter Server and Client Computer, and both
machines and Shared Cutter are switched on.

1) Installing the Generic / Text Only printer and driver on the Cutter Server:

To enable the cutter server for shared access you will need to install a Generic / Text Only
printer and driver. This driver is available with al supported versions of Microsoft Windows.

Note: If SignTools 4 is already installed on the Cutter Server you may go straight to Step 2)

On the Cutter Server:
I) Navigate to Windows Printers (either directly or through control panel). Select Add Printer

Il) Select Local Printer, and the port your Cutter is connected to, eg LPT1:
IIl) Select the Generic manufacturer and Generic / Text Only printer. Eg:

@ dmt Add Printer

Install the printer driver

7 Select the manufacturer and model of your printer. f your printer came with an installation
=9 disk, click Have Disk. f your printer is not listed. consult your printer documentation for
' compatible printer software.

Manufacturer “ || Printers =

Epson = Generic / Text Only L

Fuji Xenow 5 Generic IBM Graphics Spin 1

Fujitsu 3J' Generic IBM Graphics Spin wide

Generic - .?d'MS Fublisher Color Printer -
_56}’ This driver is digitally signed. Windows Update | | Have Disk... |

Tell me why driver signing is important

| [Wext || Cancel |

IV) Select an appropriate name for your printer, eg: SignTools4
V) Follow any further screen prompts to complete the operation, note that you do not need to

set the printer as default.

14



Cutter Setup

2) Sharing the Generic / Text Only printer on the Cutter Server
To ensure the SignTools4 printer is visible on the network, it must be shared as follows:

[) On the Cutter Server, navigate to the Generic printer you have just installed.

II) Right-Click on your newly installed Generic Printer, select Sharing

[II) Select the Shared option

IV) The shared name will default (eg SignTools4), or you may select a different name if you
wish. Your printer should now be shared.

You may verify this by browsing the Network Neighbourhood,and seeing the shared printer on the
network.

3) Installing and configuring SignTools 4 on the Client Computer

I) Install SignTools on the Client computer - follow the standard install
instructions contained in this manual.

II) Start SignTools 4, navigate to the Device Setup screen as shown
above, select your cutter from the drop down list

lIl) Select the “Network” radio button

Enter the Cutter Server Name and Printer name as described in the next two steps or click
“Browse” to locate the printer on the network.

IV) Enter the Cutter Server Name (this will be the Computer Name of your Cutter server).

V) Enter the Printer Name. This will be the shared name you have given your printer.
See section 2) IV) above

On the client computer you should now be able to use SignTools 4 in the usual manner, with jobs
being sent to your Network Cultter.

15



Cutting with SignTools 4

Once you have successfully configured your cutter (see the previous section) you are now ready to
cut on a regular basis.

SignTools 4 employs WYSIWYG cutting, so that by default the position of objects on the screen
relative to the page origin will be maintained forthe cut. This means that the page layout for designs
will be accurately maintained in the resulting cut job. WYSIWYG cutting is NOT employed under
the “Quick Cut” option (see below).

When selected, the Cut Tool will present you with the following dialog:

Cut Objects
1 &l Objects (%) Selected Only

Test

Test Cut Length

Order
CutOrder: || git Ty Fiight v

Finish Position

O Top

mrm

(¥) Bottom  Rollout Length: [ 47 -

[ Quick Cut

P s

Cut Objects: Set “All Objects” to cut all objects on the screen or “Selected Only” to cut only selected.

Test Cut Length: This feature will calculate the maximum extension of selected objects and then roll
out and roll back the vinyl to this length. This is used to ensure that objects will fit on
to the vinyl placed in the cutter.

Cut Order: The order in which objects will be cut. Left to Right, Right to Left, Bottom to Top,
Top to Bottom and Minimum Blade Movement.

Minimum Blade Movement attempts to ensure that the blade spends the least time
possible moving between objects in the PEN UP position.

It starts at the lower left of the page and will then calculate the closest object and move to
that and cut. This process is then repeated from object to object until the job is complete.

Finish Position: Specify where the blade will be positioned once the cut job is complete. Select “Top”
to have the blade finish on the left edge of the page and above highest object,
“Bottom” to have the blade finish on the bottom edge to right of the furthest object.

Quick Cut: Selected objects are simply placed in the Lower Left corner of the page and cut ignoring

their original positions relative to the page setup. WYSIWYG cutting is not applied with
this option.

16



Shades and Decorations

Outline

For application of cuttable outlines, simply specify the
outline thickness. Note that excessive amounts may
lead to unpredictable behaviour.

Outline

Thickness

Relief Outline

You can easily create a cuttable off the text outline by
simply entering the Relief Space and Thickness. The
Relief Space is the relative distance to the selected
object, while the Thickness is relative to the Relief

Relief{®@utline

Relief Space Thickness

Outline and Shade

Specify a thickness amount (as in the Outline example
above), then an X and Y offset for the shade. These
offsets designate the extent of the shade relative to
the initial outline position.

Outline Thickness

X &Y Offsets

17

Thickness: .

& [ Ok, ] [ Cancel ]

Il Tip: Set Thickness to 3 to 10% af letter height

€1 Relief Outline

Felief Space: -
Thickness: -

| ok | [ cancel |

|| Tip: Set Thickness ta 3 to 10% aof letter height ...

€1 Outline & Shade

& | ok | [ cancel |

|| Tip: Set Outline Thickness to 3 to 10% of letter. .




Shades and Decorations

Relief Outline and Shade

This tool will first create a Relief Outline as in the tool
above, specify the amount of the Relief Space. An
outline is then drawn around the Relief object, the X
and Y offsets then designate the position of the shade
relative to the outline.

QOutline Thickness

|
uthn
Relief Space

Drop Shade

Set the amount of X and Y offset, which will determine
the position of the drop shade relative to the original
object. Limitations on offset amounts and relative
position is the same as for Outline and Shade.

To produce a shade that encompasses the original
object, select the Weld option.

E

X &Y Offsets

X &Y Offsets

18

Diop Shade

Relief Space: | g

Outline Thickness: | g

jt 12 e
ﬂ | ok || cancel |

Il Tip: Set Outlne Thickness ta 3 to 10% of letter...

€0’ Drop Shade

ii 15 T

YWeld Shade

A | ok | [ cancel |

|| Tip: Set ' Offsets to 5 ta 15% of letter height




Shades and Decorations

Relief Drop Shade

Set the amount of X and Y offset, (as in Drop Shade
above) and then the amount of relief space, which is
the blank area between the original object and final
shade. Excessive values can lead to unpredictable
behaviour.

I_D_gg@hadé.

Relief Space X &Y Offsets

Relief Effect

An attractive relief effect can be created by designating
a relief ratio. This ratio represents the amount of
distance the relief effect will be from the edge of the
object, the larger the ratio, the thinner the relief effect
and vica versa. For best results, Serif fonts are
recommended, as well as a small relief ratio.

&' Relief Drop Shade

Relef Space: .
& -
L= o

ﬂ | ok || cancel |

|| Tip: Set Outhine Thickness to 3 o 10% of letter. .

€1 Relief Effect

Fiatio [1-10%
recommended]:

5 Jx

Relief

[ Ok, ] [ Cancel ]

Effect

This function provides a quick and easy way for
creating a cuttable inline for the selected object.
Simply specify the distance required.

hickness

Thickness: e

Inline

A I OF. ] [ Cancel ]

| Tip: Set Thicknesz to 1 to 5% of letter height

19




Shades and Decorations

Cast Shade

A cuttable cast shade can be created easily by
designating a skew angle which represents the degree
of lean. Negative values give a clockwise skew,

while positive values give an anticlockwise skew.

To produce a cast shade that encompasses the
original object, select the Weld option.

Skew &ngle:

! degrees

Wield Shade

E (o] (corea )

Relief Cast Shade

Specify the skew angle (as in Cast Shade above), and
then the amount of relief space which is the blank
separation between the original object and resulting
cast shade.

[SRY

Skew Angle

PR

€1 Relief Cast Shade

Felief Space: -
Skew Angle:

A degrees

E (o] (coea )

| Tip: Set a Relef Space of 1 to 5% of letter hei...

\

Skew Angle

B ~
- -
X )
- P B

Relief Space

20
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Shades and Decorations

Highlight

Create a cuttable highlight effect by specifying the

X andY offsets. These values will determine firstly, the
amount of highlight (the greater the value(s), the
greater the highlight), and secondly the position of the
light source (negative amounts reverse the position).

Hic

Emboss

A cuttable emboss effect can be created, simply by
specifying the X and Y offsets. Note that a suitably
colored rectangle is also created to demonstrate the
effect visually before cutting, this may be deleted.

hli

X &Y Offsets

Highlight and Sink

Create an attractive cuttable highlight and sink effect

by specifying X and Y offsets as per the Highlight tool
above. A bottom right sink effect is then applied at the
same offsets.

Highlight
and Sink

21

[ aF. l [ Cancel ]
|| Tip: Set® ¥ Offzets to 1 to 3% of letter height

[ k. ] [ Cancel ]
|| Tip: Set¥ v Offsets to 1 ta 3% of latter haight

[ 0F, l [ Carcel ]
|| Tip: Set ¥ Offsets to 1 to 3% of letter height




Text Tools

Bold/ltalic € Bold/Italic

Ideal for fonts that do not provide inherent bold or italic
options. The ratio you choose will determine the amount
the lettering is made bold, this is a percentage of the
height. Select the italic option if required.

Ratio [1-10% |4
recornmended):

Bald Ialic:

Slg nlools - soe
Sl g nTOOIS < With BOLD option | AA
SI g I TO UIS «—— With Halic option

Si g n TO O I S <+— With Bold & Italic option

[ OF. l [ Cancel ]

DeSCrIptIVG TeXt & Descriptive Text

An attractive cuttable descriptive effect can be
applied to your text. Simply select the type
(there are 150 to choose from), and select an
outline if required.

Ferce ~
Flames
Flamesz1

Include Qutline

Thickness:

[ OF. l [ Cancel ]
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Text Tools

Price Formatter

Included in this function are 16 standard price formats
which can be created quickly and easily. Through the
font dialog, select the font and size, and then the
particular format required.

32 85°
“9.55 25,

& Price Formatter, @
e Y
Py g ) - )
Amount Font
Size:| 100 i
328 .

($2‘2 o $375 cn$6-50 0$5.49
©0%6.99 099¢ Q85¢ 025¢
©£2.95 ¢5.75 0*9->° £210
€723 QN <<8.95

$4.50
955
| Tip: When using the Euro symbol templates en...
Auto Numbering Lt 2
The auto-numbering tool allows for the easy _ -
creation of a sequence of numbers. Select the B =
range, leading zeros, a sequence of numbers. From: 1 Te{io o
Select the range, leading zeros, prefix/suffix, e oLesdngZer o sl
font and size of numbers. A Weedbox can also h
be included for each number, if required, specify eenef i
the thickness for this. Numbers can be spread A —— .
horlzonta”y’ or Vertlca”y [] Include Prefix / Suffis [] Include Weedbox
Orientation
o EloarT::ntally @ \PI!:rgzally
123
456
|




Text Tools

Stripe Effect & Stripe Effect

Lay stripes through your objects easily by first setting the
stripe thickness and spacing, and then the rotation angle.
Your stripes can be horizontal, vertical or at any angle you

prefer, negative values of rotation create clockwise stripes, Size
while positive values result in anticlockwise orientation. Thickness: 10 o
If you select horizontal stripes, you may specify
‘Start From’ and ‘End at’ distances, which designate the Spacing. | g
portion ‘covered’ by stripes. If the entire object is to be L
covered, leave these options blank. Bt
otation
Wertical
o 1L
/////‘ Harizontal

° =

N
NN
N
AN\
N\
N

. S
Wy 4 —
e— _ [
—_— I AR AN
I I S AN A Y
_— EE S - I .. . Other
I I I Uy WY .

Gﬁ Angle: 145 degrees

Z/;% [ QF. l [ Cancel ]

24



Design Tools

Sign Maker

The Sign Maker tool can be used to easily create new sign layouts at the click of a button. Begin by
selecting from over 100 templates, previews of each template are shown in the image box on the
right as you select from the list box on the left hand side.

Once you have selected your template, enter your desired size (length and width) of the sign, then
enter your desired text into the text boxes provided. Refer to the location in the preview of the text
being replaced. Browse to and select any images if applicable.

Click OK and a new page is created in CoreIDRAW with the template selected, your text and

images replacing the original reference text and images. The entire layout will have been sized to
your selection.

Note that the “Last Used” button will revert entry fields to your previous selection for that particular
template or to default if there was no previous selection.

E Sign Maker
DREANrAVI gi?g'hiiif =
Til 10.30am et  BREAKFAS1
Bricklayer
Cakes s - I
E;;: Specials p ec I a
Carpentry
Carwash
Christmas 00 Fn E E
Christmas 01
Church 00 -
L) Juice and
Cos! Hi
iy £ Yoghurt
Besiglns G ’e -(‘: o
P Dirand Sae 4 £ With every
Continemntal Do inds SN
l
Breakfiast g::'DEIF‘Ean\tn‘g nrder 0"&'
Meals Eaes $10
from il
37-9 5 E?ejgit?nguwsmg b
Size Set Last Used
Width: 500 e Height: 450 s [@J
Textl Text2
PN ANTrFAO R BREAKFAST Specia
Til 10.30am
u FREE
Juice and
Try Our i orey
_ order aver
Continental "
Breakfast
Meals
from
$7.95 (o] (ool
Tip: Colors and fonts can be edited after using ...

As can be seen from the examples above, the Sign Maker tool is interactive and will create
different sign designs depending on the sign dimensions. Usually a landscape sign will have
completely different layout to a portrait sign.
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Design Tools

Border Maker

Use the list box to choose the style of the
border, select the height and length, and the
border width. The width will remain constant
for any height and length, and any ornaments
or decorations will be scaled proportionally.
The larger the border, the larger the ornament
and vica versa.

Any settings that you make will be saved for
next time, including the last border design
used.

%’f mzﬁ% s
=
A

Pinstripe Maker

Under standard options the Pinstripe Maker will create
a uniform set of stripes. All you need to do is set the
length and height of each stripe, the spacing (distance
between stripes) and the number you wish to create.
Stripes are built from the bottom left corner of the page

upwards.

Custom Pinstripes

Standard Pinstripes

N

€ Border Maker @

Retro 01
Retro 02
Runner
Scroll 01
Shake
Skull
Splash 01
Splash 02
Splash 03
Splash 04
Splash 05
Splash 06
Splash 07
Splash 08

Dimensions

Height:

“width: 10

Length:

450 600

mrm

i mm

& Pinstripe Maker

i

Style

() Standard (%) Custom

Custom Stripes

Length: | 1000 mm
Stripe 1 Height: |50 i
Stripe 2 Height: | 4 o Spacing: [1n i
Stripe 3 Height: |3 i Spacing: |10 T
Stripe 4 Height: | 2 i Spacing: 10 i
Stripe 5 Height: |1 mm Spacing: 10 —
=
=
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Design Tools

Logo Maker
Building V=
Earre
An innovate template based tool used to quickly | &,
create attractive cuttable logos customized to Carpr S
your requirements with the single press of a Couers
button. Select from over 100 templates, el fisvices
previews of each template are shown in the e :
image box on the right as you select from the Do DIAMOND
list box on the left hand side. Dt i _ _
Once you have selected your template, enter Enancal Senvoes
your desired text into the text boxes provided. Fradia v
Select the font style by clicking on the adjacent pet et Heed
“Change Font” button. Refer to the location in
the preview of the text being replaced and Tt ro
browse to and select any images if applicable.
BLACK Exquisite Customized Jewelry

DIAMOND
Click OK and a new page is created in
CorelIDRAW with the template selected, your
text and images replacing the original
reference text and images. The size and colors
in the logo can later be edited using

CorelIDRAW.
Note that the “Last Used” button will revert o
entry fields to your previous selection for that 1-%%

particular template or to default if there was no |
previous selection.

BLACK

DIAMOND
e —
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Productivity Tools

Clip To Top Of Page

When an object’s height exceeds the top of page, and
you need to cut it in sections, the clip to top of page
function will achieve this automatically. You need first to
specify an overlap thickness, which represents how
much the final objects will overlap-this is to compensate
for vinyl shrinkage. You then need to set the page offset,
which determines the distance to the top of page.

Alternately you can clip with reference to the object by
checking “Clip to Object” then enter the clip height.

You may place separated on different pages.

GHI 10 10} U1 FaYE)

Page

Panelling

When you are faced with a situation where your cutting
objects are larger than the cutting area, you can use
the Panelling tool to automatically split your objects up
into manageable pieces. Choose between the current
page size or custom dimensions, and whether you'd
like them on different pages. The overlap thickness
represents the amount of overlap that will occur
between each piece.

2M AR ol
A ¥ 4 H B

i 9
V\ Page

mm
Page Offset:| 5 -
Clip To Object
[] Clip To Object
Clip Height: -

Dverap: 10

[] Place on new page

[ Ok l [ Cancel ]

PCl

Owerlap: (11

mrn

Flace on new pages
Ilze curment page zize

l Ok, ] [ Cancel ]




Productivity Tools

Shape Converter

Often during node editing (post tracing in particular), there is
need to replace a certain area of your graphic with a common
shape. Use Shape Converter to achieve this, by first selecting
the shapeand then it's orientation. The shape will fit the
selected objects as close as is possible.

o-0N-B
2 & & 5

Remove Overlaps

Orientation

Ratation
Angle:
i 0 degrees
T®
e

Sometimes, when certain fonts are used (often script types) letters overlap. This overlap is
unsuitable for vinyl cutting (as the vinyl would be over cut). The Remove Overlaps function will

eliminate this problem.

The Removal Overlaps tool can also be used as a quick weld tool for other vector objects.

€' Rego Marks @

Rego Marks

If you require registration marks for your objects, all you need
do is select the type, position, size and distance (these

settings are saved for future use, as with all others in
SignTools). This tool will then place the rego-marks quickly
according to your requirements. You may select 2 or 4 marks,
as well as having them placed towards the inside of your object.

Distance

e

29
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Style Placement

O 2Marks (2 4 Marks

® o)
% O
dl 47 L

[] Place Inside
Dimensions

Distance: |2 Sizer 1p

mm mm

+ +

+ +




Productivity Tools

Color Separator

A handy tool for organising your objects by
their fill colour. Select the tool, on selection
objects on the page will be scanned and then

grouped into their colour category. Choose the B0% Black [ << Refresh Color List ]
colour(s) you'd like separated out (within the ' -

list box), or select all colours. Registration
marks, and a Weedbox can also be added for
accurate reference and weeding after

[ ] Select al
R epozitian

Light ElueGreen

separation. Weld objects of the same colour ‘weld abjects of
category and re-position your objects - in the same color
bottom left hand corner of the page - if required. Fego Marks

Note: Objects with shades, blends, no fill etc Include rego marks

will be grouped under the ‘No Uniform Fill’
category, and will be separated to the same
page.

Wieedb
For best results, try to keep all of your objects FR

within the confounds of the page. Include Weedbos

Job 1o be cut

£
.. [ Apply l [Finished] [ Cancel ]

|| Tip: *'ou can uze Color Separator to zelect invi..

\ Page 1 Black '\ Page 2 Cream \ Page 3 Blue

30



Productivity Tools

Multicopy

Multiple copies of an object can be created easily, just
set the number of copies (including the original), the
spacing, which is the distance between objects and
page and indicate whether or not to include a
WeedBox. Copies can be layed out vertically or
horizontally.

Multicopy Multicopy Multicopy
Multicopy Multicopy Multicopy

Page

Weedbox

The Weedbox tool provides automatic drawing of a
rectangle around your objects for the easy removal
(weeding) of excess vinyl. Horizontal weed lines
(Easy Weed Option) can also be (evenly) placed so
that weeding throughmiddle regions is easier. You
simply need to specify a separation value, which
determines how far away from the furthest extent of
the object the WeedBox will be, and the number of
weed lines if the Easy Weed option is checked. This
tool may be applied to the current object, or all
objects on screen.

Weedbox

&' MultiCo Py

PALTl
AL
PALIT

Spacing:| 2 o

Mo of Copies: 4

) Place Horizontally

(%) Place Vertically

W'eedbos
Inchude 'weedbox

[ Ok ] [ Cancel ]

|| Tip: To quickly place an object at the bottam 1.

ff Weedhbox

Wi

Separation:| 3

i
Apply to all objects

Easy weed
[] Include E asy 'Weed linez

l Ok ] [ Cancel ]

Il Tip: To place linez between ines of text, use t...

Separation
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Productivity Tools

Vinyl Saver

This Vinyl Saver tool will scan all objects on screen, and
based on their size, re-position them on the page for the
most vinyl-effective arrangement. Grouped objects are left
intact, and the object size used for calculations is based

on bounding box dimensions. Selecting a ‘Left’ justification
will spread objects favouring the left side of the page, while
a ‘Bottom” selection will favour the bottom of the page.
Check the “Do Not Spin” option to leave objects in their
original orientation.

DDD CorelDRAW Add-On
¢ CorelDRAW Add-On
388 CorelDRAW Add-On

thnTools 332 .@,‘»?&
SignTools 5 &

& Viny Saver,

Separation:| 2 -

Do Mat Spin

Justification

Left J Bottam
-
AAR [ (] 4 l [ Cancel ]

|| Tip: To ensure that objects stay in their respec...

Measurements

This tool is used to easily annotate distances between objects within the layout of a sign. The
result can then be printed and taken on site to serve as an easy reference while assembling the

signage.

The layout must be encapsulated by a CoreIDRAW Rectangle object, dimensions are then taken

from the inner edge of this rectangle and between objects.

Set the accuracy of the dimensions by specifying the number of decimal places shown.

To execute create your layout, choose the above options, then select all objects included (including

rectangle) and press OK.

110.5mm

< >

(3
. KAYROUZ
”CONSTRUCTIONS

27.1mm
LIC. NO 21654

+0414 414 414

69.4mm

32

ﬂ Measurements

Decimal Places: |4

;I | ok || cancel |

| Tip: This tool works better when only 1 zign iz i..




Productivity Tools

Lay Up

The Lay Up tool is used to set up multiple copies of a
single object with either inner or edge guide marks for
use in a printing context.

The number of copies can be based on the required
stock size (length and width), current page size or
manually entered. Select Edge and or Inner Marks
and the desired separation.

To execute this tool, create and then select your
original object, set the above options and click OK.

The Lay Up tool is ideal for setting up screen printing
and large format printing.

STATELINE
STATIONERY

STATELINE

STATIONERY

STATELINE
STATIONERY

*) Enter Stock Size
) Uze Page Size
() Enter Mo Copies

Stock Wwidth: 1200 TR
Stock Length: | 2500 i

Mo of Copies: |~

Rego Marks
Separation: |

i

Edge Marks Inmer b arks

[ OF. ] [ Cancel ]

+

STATELINE
STATIONERY

STATELINE
STATIONERY

STATELINE
STATIONERY



Engraving Tools
Plate Maker

Create multiple name plates for engraving with
this easy to use tool. Browse available templates
using the list box on the left, with previews being
shown in the image box on the right.

Once you have selected the desired template
enter height and width for all plates, then the
spacing. Now enter your text in the text entry
boxes. Name lists will be larger entry boxes
where you can type a list of names (enter each
name on a new line). You can also Load and
Save name lists by clicking on the adjacent
Load/Save buttons.

Once all text is entered select your desired font if
required by clicking on the adjacent “Change
Font” button.

Press OK to execute and SignTools 4 will create
a number of plates, each with a name from the
Name List entered.

Badoe 02
3098
California Silver Medal 400m Hurdles
Plate 03 . .
Piske 04 State Championship 2009
Pite 07 Rocky Joseph Marcianios

Plate 08

Set Last Used MyDesign

af-li

Size Spacing
Width: Height: Spacing:
150 e 40 i 3 mm

Textl: Mame List]

Califarmia Silver Medal 400m Hurdles Peter Wiliam Marcianios

State Championship 2009

.

== 0K Cancel

The “Last Used” button will populate fields with the last values entered for the specific template or

default if there are no previous values.

The Plate Maker tool also allows you to utilise your own designs, to do so, first check “Use My

Design” and follow the steps below:

In CorelDRAW:

1) Create your design in CoreIDRAW using whatever objects or effects you wish

2) Create an artistic text object and for the text value enter:

names

3) Position the names text object within your design as the placeholder for each name - each name

from your list will appear here

4) Select all objects in your design including the names text object

In SignTools:

5) Enter the list of names in the text entry list or
Load/Save lists as required

6) Click OK to execute

34

Baseball Player of the Series - State
Under 15 Mixed Competition 2009

Patty Louis Stevenson

Baseball Player of the Series - State
Under 15 Mixed Competition 2009
Wanda Louanne Wiliamson

Baseball Player of the Series - State
Under 15 Mixed Competition 2009
David William Paterson




Units & Settings . B

Select Units

Use the drop down to select your desired unit of measure. The “Use Document” setting will utilise
the unit of measure set in the current CorelDRAW document or mm if the selected unit is not
supported.

Restore Default Settings

Clicking the “Restore” button will revert all settings in SignTools 4 to the default start-up settings.

You will be prompted with a warning message after which the application must be restarted.

€1 Units

Select Units: || e document

Resztore Default Settings:

[ Ok, ] [ Cancel ]
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Update Manager

The Update Manager provides facility for SignTools 4 periodic online updates. This utility requires
an Internet Connection.

Online Updates include newly supported cutter devices, templates for Sign Maker, Logo Maker and
others, and programmatic updates as they arise including fixes or service packs.

NOTE: The Update Manager is ONLY available to licensed, registered users (you are automatically
a registered user if you order online). You can register your copy by clicking on the
“Register” button.

Access the update manager by clicking on “About SignTools”, then click “Online Updates”.

The update manager will now check for any newly available updates. You can also check again by
clicking “Check For Updates”.

Install: Once updates are available and listed in the box above, click “Install” to install the updates,
this may require a restart.

Show All: Click this button to show all updates previously installed and currently available.

Reset: This button will reset all updates such that they can be downloaded and installed again.
Note that previously installed updates are not uninstalled.

& Update Manager, @

Awailable for updates:

All avalable updates have been installed

Complete.

[ ]

[ Check for Updates l [ Inztall ] [ Show All ] [ Reset ]
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License Agreement

ISGI LICENSE AGREEMENT

IMPORTANT: CAREFULLY READ THIS LICENSE BEFORE USING THIS PRODUCT. INSTALLING, COPYING, OR
OTHERWISE USING THIS PRODUCT INDICATES YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT YOU HAVE READ THIS LICENSE
AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY AND COMPLY WITH ITS TERMS. IF YOU DO NOT AGREE WITH THESE TERMS AND
THIS PRODUCT IS ON TANGIBLE STORAGE MEDIA (eg. CD) YOU SHOULD PROMPTLY RETURN THE PACKAGE AND
YOUR MONEY WILL BE REFUNDED.

In consideration of payment of the license fee which is part of the price you paid for this product, ISGI provides this Software
and licenses its use; you assume responsibility for the selection of the Software to achieve your intended results, and for the
installation, use, and results obtained from the Software.

LICENSE:

You may:

1. Use the Software only on a single computer.

2. Copy the Software into any machine-readable or printed form for backup purposes in support of your use of the
Software on the single computer.

3. Transfer the Software and license to another party if the party agrees to accept the terms and conditions of this agreement.
If you transfer the Software, you must at the same time either transfer all copies (whether in printed or machine readable
form) to the same party or destroy any copies not transferred.

You may not use, copy modify, or transfer the Software, or any copy, in whole or in part, except as expressly provided for in
this license.

TERM:

The license is effective until terminated. You may terminate it at any time by destroying the Software together with all copies in
any form. It will also terminate upon conditions set forth elsewhere in the agreement or if you fail to comply with any term or
condition of this Agreement. You agree upon such termination to destroy the Software together with all copies in any form.

LIMITED WARRANTY:

ISGI warrants that the enclosed diskette medium upon which the Software is recorded shall be free from defects in materials
and workmanship under normal use and service for a period of ninety (90) days from the date of delivery to you, as evidenced
by a copy of your receipt. ISGl's entire liability and your exclusive remedy as to the disk(s) shall be, at ISGI's option, either

(a) return of the purchase price or (b) replacement of the disk which does not meet ISGI's Limited Warranty and which is
returned to ISGI postage prepaid with a copy of the receipt. If failure of the disk has resulted from accident, abuse or
misapplication, ISGI shall have no responsibility to replace the disk or refund the purchase price. In the event of replacement
of the disk, the replacement disk will be warranted for the remainder of the original warranty period or thirty (30) days,
whichever is longer.

Other than the above limited warranty, ISGI makes no other warranties whatsoever, whether legal or conventional, express or
implied, with respect to the licensed Software. Because of the diversity of conditions and hardware under which the licensed
Software may be used, no warranty of merchantablility or fitness for a particular purpose is given. You are advised to test the
license Software thoroughly before relying on it. You assume the entire risk of using the Licensed Software.

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY:

In no event will ISGI be liable for any damages resulting directly or indirectly from the use of the licensed Software or the
hardware provided. The CUSTOMER's sole and exclusive remedy in the event of ISGI's failure to fulfill any of its obligations
under this Agreement is the right to terminate the Agreement.

GENERAL:
You may not sub-license, assign, or transfer the license or the Software except as expressly provided by this Agreement. Any
attempt otherwise to sub-license, assign, or transfer any of the rights, duties or obligations here under is void.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT:

You acknowledge that you have read this agreement and limited warranty, understand them and agree to be bound by their
terms and conditions. You also agree that the license and limited warranty are the complete and exclusive statement of
agreement between us and supersedes all proposals or prior agreements oral or written, and any other communications
between us relating to the subject matter of this agreement.

Any questions concerning this agreement should be directed to:

ISGI Pty Ltd

Unit 2/380-384 Railway Parade,
Carlton NSW 2218

Australia

Email: support@signtools4.com

37



Privacy Statement

ISGI PRIVACY STATEMENT

*Who we are
In this Privacy Statement “we”, “our”, and “us” refers to ISGI and each of its related entities.
We offer internet and product based technology services.

* Our commitment to privacy and responsible use of your personal information

We are committed to protecting the privacy of your personal information and to handling your
personal information in a responsible manner in accordance with the Privacy Act. This Privacy
Charter explains how we collect, use and disclose your personal information.

* The National Privacy Principles

The Federal Government’s Privacy Act outlines the National Privacy Principles, which set the
minimum standards for how private sector organisations should handle your personal information.
We are committed to complying with the National Privacy Principles.

* Collection of your personal information

We collect your personal information in various ways, such as over the phone, in one of our offices,
over the internet if you transact with us online, or when you fill out an application form for one of the
products or services that we offer or promote. The personal information collected and stored by us
about you generally includes your name, address, and contact details, including phone, fax and
email as provided by you to us. When you apply for a specific product or service, we may also
collect information from you related to that product or service. Where practicable, we will give you
the option of interacting with us anonymously.

* How we collect the information

Whenever possible, we collect your personal information from you. Irrespective of the source of the
information, we respect and protect the privacy of personal information. If you provide information to
us about another person, then you are responsible for telling the other person that you have
provided information about them to us. You should tell them who we are, that they may access their
personal information, and you may also wish to refer them to this Privacy Charter.

* How we use your information
We will use your personal information in accordance with the National Privacy Principles, such as

for the purposes for which it is collected, to provide you products and services, and (subject to your
consent) for marketing purposes.
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Privacy Statement

* Sharing and disclosure of your information

We will not disclose information about you to a company which is not a related entity unless the
disclosure is required or authorised by law, or you have consented to our disclosing the information
about you. On occasions, we may need to disclose your personal information to provide a product
or service to you. At all times, we will respect and protect the privacy and confidentiality of personal
information.

* Receiving marketing material from us

It is our aim to provide our customers with access to a range of leading products and services
offered by us and any other organisations whose products and services we promote. To do this, we
use the information you provide to us for market research so we can better understand our
customers’ needs. We then provide you with information on products and services that we believe
will be of interest to you.If we promote products or services from other organisations, we will not
disclose your personal information to them.

*Your choice to receive marketing material

We provide you with a choice to opt out of our marketing activities, and will respect your request not
to receive marketing material from us. If you do not wish to receive marketing material from us, we
ask you to contact us. You should inform us if you do not want your personal information to be used
and disclosed for marketing purposes.Please note that it may take up to 60 days to fully implement
your request not to receive marketing or promotional materials.We apologise if you do receive any
materials during this period. Should you change your mind at any time and would again like to
receive promotions, offers and marketing materials please let us know by contacting us.

* Security of your personal information

Personal information that we hold on our systems is protected through the use of secure passwords
and other security procedures. Access to personal information is limited to those who specifically
need it to conduct their business responsibilities. We also maintain physical security procedures to
manage and protect the use and storage of paper records containing personal information. Our
staff are responsible for handling personal information in accordance with the Privacy Act. We
educate our staff about the requirements of the National Privacy Principles and the Privacy Act. We
will keep your information so that we can continue to provide the products and services you have
requested from us. We will take reasonable steps to destroy or permanently de-identify personal
information when we no longer need it.

* Accuracy of your personal information
We will take reasonable steps to ensure that the information we hold about you is accurate,

complete and up-to-date.If you believe that the information we have about you is not accurate,
complete or up-to-date we ask you to contact us.
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